
Saving the Queen 

Nora and Nana were enjoying a lovely day at the beach. They had set up their blanket and umbrella and 
tiptoed toward the water. Nora quickly splashed and jumped with the waves; Nana followed a little more 
tentatively. They had only been in the water five minutes when Nora exclaimed, "Look Nana!" 

Nana stopped and looked toward the beach. She couldn't believe her eyes. There on the beach, stood the 
8 foot tall penguin named Mr. Twinkle. Nana couldn't remember how he got the name Mr. Twinkle. He 
never spoke when he showed up to carry them off on their adventures. 

"We're not going!" Insisted Nana. "We just got here. We are going to have some fun first." 

Nana turned her back on Mr. Twinkle. But a moment later, she turned around and there stood Mr. 
Twinkle, just two feet away, casting a shadow over them. 

"No, Mr. Twinkle!" She said again. 

But Nora giggled and said, "You know he's not going to let us stay here. So let's just go." 

Nana and Nora exited the water, slid on their shorts and shirts, and climbed up Mr. Twinkle's back. They 
took their seats in their usual red chairs and strapped in. He bent his knees and jumped, propelling 
himself quickly up into the sky. 

Mr. Twinkle had been taking them on adventures for three years now. They have become quite famous in 
the land of the clouds. They were well-known for their ability to find, rescue, or help as needed. 

As they passed the many layers of clouds, they saw some of their old friends and waved. Soon, Mr. 
Twinkie turned left and entered a massive cloud. They flew over a small city and noticed the large sign 
that read, City of Lost Items. 

"What a strange name." Murmured Nora. Nana nodded her agreement. 

They looked at the town as they flew over. There was a bicycle lying in the middle of the street. There 
were random shoes on porches, stray items of clothing, missing buttons, and random toys strewn 
around the town. While the town was not actually messy, it was definitely unusual. 

As they flew further, they could see a large castle, in the distance. It was an exceptionally beautiful 
castle, sparkling in the sunlight. They landed midway between the town and the castle. Nora secretly 
hoped they were going to the castle and not the town. 

Mr. Twinkle landed, bent down, and they slid off his back, as he immediately disappeared. They looked 
around to see who was there to greet them and it didn't take long to notice a man in a horse drawn 
carriage standing nearby. He hurried to them. 

"You he must Nana and Nora. We have been waiting for you! The queen is missing! The king would like 
to see you right away." He spoke hurriedly. 
They climbed into the carriage and were quickly whisked away. The castle was even more beautiful up 



·c1ose. ·The outside glittered as if studded with diamonds. The front door was large and heavy and a
beautiful plum color. The driver hurried ahead of them and opened the door.

The interior was as glorious as the exterior, but they didn't have time to look around before the king
rushed in to greet them. They knew right away he was a king by his stately stature and the large crown
he wore on his head. He shook their hands quickly and introduced himself.

"I am King Kassteel. My beautiful wife, Queen Marissa, took her usual walk yesterday morning and did
not return. My guards have searched high and low for her. I summoned you to help find her."

"Did you search the nearby town?"Asked Nora.

"Oh yes." He replied. "The City of Lost Items was the first place we looked, since she's lost. But she was
nowhere to be found. I am afraid something has happened to her."Nana looked at him. "Has anyone
threatened her or do you have reason to believe something bad happened?"

"Oh no!" Exclaimed the king. "Everyone loves the queen. But it's not like her to disappear. She would
never go this long without telling me where she was going."

A young woman appeared and spoke softly. "I will show you to your room."

The king nodded. "Please, go refresh yourselves and we will have dinner before you begin searching."

Nana and Nora follow the young lady to a huge room with two large four-poster beds and mirrors
everywhere. It was the most beautiful room Nora had ever seen. Everything sparkled like glitter. Nana
and Nora washed their faces and went down for dinner. After a quick bite to eat, they set out to find the
queen.

The king had given them a driver and coach to take them wherever they wanted to go. They decided to
walk first and follow the path the queen had taken for her morning walk. They found nothing suspicious.

Next, they made their way to the City of Lost Items. Just as they had noticed flying over, there was
something odd about the town. The houses were tiny, in a variety of unusual colors, with large front
doors and two round front windows. This made the houses look like faces staring at them and in most
windows, they saw huge cats with large eyes staring out.

They questioned some people in the town, but no one had seen the queen. However, everyone did let
them know how much they love the queen.

"Have you checked the barn?" asked a small child.

"The barn?" Nora questioned.

"Yes, that's where the lost people are." Answered the little girl.

Nana and Nora made their way to the barn and went inside. They were surprised to see so many people.
There were people inside cleaning and playing cards. There were children out in the yard swinging,
climbing trees, and chasing each other. They asked about the queen, but no one had seen her.

"Who are all these people?" Nora asked a man leaning against the fence.












